Imperial College
wEes reporter

WWW.IMPERIAL.AC.UK ISSUE 194 » 10 JuLy 2008

Head

starts

Sir Roy Anderson becomes
Imperial’s fourteenth Rector
CENTRE PAGES

IMPERIAL B - ROYAL SOCIETY ¥ "  IMPERIAL
REMEMBERS i Imperial - INCUBATOR
| Laurent ‘ hits summer . a8 | & Getting
&= Bonomo and 4 science = —a Dbusinesses off
Gabriel Ferez e exhibition Sl the ground
PAGE 2 S Pace7 PAGE 11




Rector’s Awards 2008

Nominations are sought for five Rector’s Awards
that will be given to staff who have made out-
standing contributions to areas of College life. The
awards will be given for excellence in leadership
and management, equality and diversity, men-
toring, excellence in customer service and public
engagement and each come with a cash prize of
£2,500. Closing date for nomination forms is 31
July. To find out more visit: www.imperial.ac.uk/
staffdevelopment/awards

New look for Central Library
The Central Library has reopened following the
latest stage of refurbishment, showcasing its
new-look ground floor. The floor offers a range
of group study
o s spaces as well
| as a high quality
' { F" ’ IT learning suite
& .! 4 funded by the
| R i Wolfson Founda-
tion. Over 400 new
!' | study spaces have
| ' . been created, and
the newly fitted
café with 110 seats will open in September. The
Library is keen to hear your comments on the new
space: www.imperial.ac.uk/library/contactshelp/
commentsfeedback

State-of-the-art simulated
operating suite opens

On 7 July, the Rector, Sir Roy Anderson, and Lord
Sainsbury, a philanthropist and previously a
science minister and a member of the House of
Lords, jointly opened the Faculty of Medicine’s
£500,000 Simulated Operating Suite. Based in the
Department of Biosurgery and Surgical Technology
at St Mary’s Campus, the Suite is a replica of an
operating theatre which will be used to train and
assess staff in various medical fields including
surgeons, nurses, paediatricians, anaesthetists
and operating department assistants.

Sporting accolade
Imperial is among the UK’s top 25 institutions
for sport, according to a recent league table. The
Complete University Guide Sports Table 2009
awarded the College top ratings for its indoor dry
sports facilities, winter pitches, cricket pitches
and taught classes, as well as support for elite
athletes during
their studies. The
table was compiled
by BUCS (British
Universities and
College Sport)
which brings
together former
organisations
BUSA (British
Universities Sports Association) and University
College Sport (UCS) to provide a unified voice for
sport, fitness and physical activity at universities.

Remembering
Gabriel and
Laurent

Imperial mourns the loss of Laurent
Bonomo and Gabriel Ferez, students of
Polytech’Clermont-Ferrand/Blaise Pascal
University in France who joined the
College community in May as part of the
Undergraduate Research Opportunities
Programme.

The news of their deaths was
released on 3 July and the police inquiry
is ongoing.

Those who worked closely with Laurent
and Gabriel spoke warmly of their contribu-
tions during their time in the Department of
Life Sciences.

Gabriel was
researching how
bacteria can be
engineered to
produce renew-
able fuels and was
described by his
supervisor, David
Leak, as an
enthusiastic and
capable student. He added: “Gabriel took
an active interest in the ongoing football

and tennis championships and, particularly
given our very international lab, this was a
common topic of discussion. We are com-
pletely numbed by what has happened.”
Laurent was researching how the
toxoplasmosis parasite attacks its hosts.
Steve Matthews,
who supervised
Laurent’s work,
said: “He stood out
as a mature and
talented student
who was dedicated
to his work but also
engaged whole-
heartedly in group
activities.”
Following news of the students” deaths,
messages of condolence were received from
across the world. Dave Perks, alumnus
of Virginia Tech, USA, said in an email:
“We here in Blacksburg know all too well
the sense of sadness, confusion and loss
that follows a tragic incident like this. My
family’s thoughts and prayers will be with
your community and the victims” families
as everyone tries to move forward from this
terrible tragedy.”

> The police would like to speak to any student or
member of staff at Imperial who may have known
Laurent and Gabriel. Please call the Incident
Room on 020 8721 4155 or Crimestoppers on
0800 555 111.

Imperial to influence the RAE replacement

Imperial has been
selected as one of 22
universities to help

used to assess and measure
research excellence, and
identify the implications of

ence which subjects will be
assessed by citations along
with the extent to which
other measures will

develop the new Research
Excellence Framework
(REF) in a pilot exercise.
The pilot taking place
this summer will explore

the new system.

As part of the pilot,
Imperial and the other
selected institutions will
provide details of staff who

the use of were employed
citations — for all or some of
specifically, ~ “Thisis a great  the period

the number . 1 January 2001
of times Opportumty to to 31 O(ft}:)ber
that a influence how 2007 and were
research eligible for the
publication the new SySte m 20§8 Research

is cited —to will look” Assessment
evaluate Exercise, and the
research publications that
excellence. It will test the they produced between
methods for capturing 1 January 2001 and 31

information about research
publications and their
citations, investigate how
the information might be

December 2007. HEFCE

appointed contractors will

then identify the citations.
The pilot will influ-

supplement them.

Speaking about the pilot,
Josie Lewis-Gibbs, Planning
Officer, said: “This is a great
opportunity to influence
how the new system will
look and also gives us an
idea of the information that
we may need to gather in
the future.”

The recommendations
following the pilot will be
published in spring 2009
and will be followed by a
formal consultation.

—NAomiI WESTON,
COMMUNICATIONS

> For further information
about the pilot, contact josie.
lewis-gibbs@imperial.ac.uk
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New Imperial Fellows of Royal
Academy of Engineering

Britain’s national academy of
engineers has recently elected six
Imperial scientists as Fellows, rec-
ognising their outstanding contribu-
tions to the field of engineering.

Professor Nigel Brandon (Earth
Science and Engineering), Professor
Jeff Kramer (Computing), Professor
Christofer Toumazou (Institute of
Biomedical Engineering) and Mr
John Loughhead, executive director
of the UK Energy Research Centre
based at Imperial, now join the 70
other Imperial Fellows of the Royal
Academy of Engineering.

The achievements of Professor
Sir Gordon Conway (Centre for
Environmental Policy) and Lord
Winston, Emeritus Professor of
Fertility Studies and Professor
of Science and Society, were also
acknowledged through the award of
Honorary Fellowships.

All have made substantial contri-
butions to the field of engineering and
expressed their pride and delight at
being elected to the Royal Academy.

Professor Brandon is the Executive
Director of Imperial’s Energy Futures
Lab, and is particularly known for
his work on solid oxide fuel cells,
which produce electricity from a
range of fuels in a clean and efficient
way. His work has been commer-
cialised by Ceres Power, an Imperial
spin-out company.

Among Professor Toumazou's
many achievements is the devel-
opment of one of the world’s first
cochlear chips which gave hearing

to the born deaf, and also a silicon
pancreas that mimics the function of
the pancreas’ beta cell to regulate the
insulin in people with type-1 diabetes.

Professor Kramer and his
colleagues have developed architec-
tural languages and tools for complex
software systems which were used
by the company Philips to create
software programs for use in their
consumer electronics.

Mr Loughhead is responsible for
the development of an engineering
analysis system to create thermal
designs for spacecraft, which has been
used by the European Space Agency
for more than 20 years.

Sir Gordon Conway helped to
establish the Centre for Environmental
Policy at Imperial and is a respected
ecologist who has acted as chief sci-
entific advisor to the Department for
International Development.

Lord Winston is a renowned
fertility researcher. In his new role at
Imperial, he is focused on improving
interaction and understanding
between scientists and the public.

“Our new Fellows are among the
very best engineers working in the
UK today,” said Academy President
Lord Browne of Madingley. “They
are pushing the technical boundaries
across the most challenging fields,
from medical imaging to aeronautics
and energy technology. Together they
demonstrate that engineering is at the
heart of modern society.”

—CoOLIN SMITH, COMMUNICATIONS

i

Clockwise from top left: Chris Toumazou, Gordon Conway, John Loughhead, Robert Winston,

Nigel Brandon and Jeff Kramer
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£ 4.1 million for research into
protein interactions

The College’s Chemical Biology Centre has received a
£4.1 million award to enable chemists, physicists,
mathematicians and engineers to

collaborate with biologists,
biochemists and medics to
tackle diseases and pave the
way for new drug treatments.

The funding will provide
more than 50 new PhD posts in
the Doctoral Training Centre
(DTC) of Imperial’s Chemical
Biology Centre over the
next five years. The award has
been made by the Engineering
and Physical Sciences Research
Council (EPSRC) and includes
a contribution from the
Biotechnology and Biological
Sciences Research Council
(BBSRC) and the Medical Research Council
(MRC), with additional support from GlaxoSmithKline,
AstraZeneca and Pfizer.

The DTC aims to support a new generation of scientists
in taking a physical sciences approach to problems in the life
sciences. For the next five years, research at the DTC will aim
to understand the important but little understood interactions
between proteins and other proteins, and proteins and lipids,
which underpin virtually every process in all living cells.

“This kind of multidisciplinary approach, which
encourages researchers to break down traditional
barriers between life sciences and physical sciences, will
be key if we’re to crack some of the toughest challenges
in drug development and basic biology.”

When a cell becomes diseased, faults in these interactions
appear. Professor Richard Templer (Chemistry), Director of
the DTC, explained that unlocking the secrets of these mol-
ecules and their relationships with each other could lead to
the identification of new drug targets for cancers and various
other diseases: “If we can understand how protein and lipid
molecules interact with each other, then we have the basis for
designing drugs that can disrupt or manipulate the very proc-
esses that occur inside our cells when they become diseased,”
he said.

Professor David Klug (Chemistry), Co-Chair of the
Chemical Biology Centre, added: “I'm delighted that we
have secured support for another five years for our Doctoral
Training Centre. This kind of multidisciplinary approach,
which encourages researchers to break down
traditional barriers between life sciences and physical
sciences, will be key if we’re to crack some of the toughest
challenges in drug development and basic biology.”

—DANIELLE REEVES, COMMUNICATIONS

» For more information about the Chemical Biology Centre visit:
www.chemicalbiology.ac.uk
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—DANIELLE REEVES, COMMUNICATIONS
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GM mosquitoes create a buzz
Genetically modified mosquitoes could be humanity’s best weapon
against malaria, a disease that kills three million people each year,
according to the Associated Press. Professor Andrea Crisanti (Life
Sciences) is at the forefront of this work, tackling issues such as
whether it is possible to engineer a malaria-resistant mosquito
that would break the transmission cycle. “I think there is a moral
good to doing it,” he says. “If we do this right, the mosquitoes
——  will get rid of malaria for us.”

\

L

EVENING STANDARD 24 JUNE

Suck that dust right out of your air

A machine that can suck dust and pollen out of the air could
improve the lives of thousands of asthma sufferers, reports

the Evening Standard. The Airshower, which is already

used in operating theatres and by industry to create sterile
environments, is about to be tested with 75 children over the

age of seven while they sleep. “We’ve been trying to do this for 20
years,” says Dr Robert Boyle (Medicine), who is helping to conduct
the trials. “It’s bringing clean air technology to a bedside setting for the first time.”

THE INDEPENDENT 26 JUNE

Engineering a better future

Civil engineering is the key to a better life, according

to Imperial student David Dalgado, who talks to The
Independent about a project aimed at building

low-cost seismically resistant housing in earthquake-
struck El Salvador. “What | like most about working in

civil engineering is that you are really able to see your
achievements,” he adds. “For example, when you design a
reservoir you actually can see it being built.”

THE DAILY TELEGRAPH 28 JUNE

Sixty and still going strong — ,:} .
The standard of care in the NHS has been . o ":E 4;
radically improved in the 60 years since it was ?'h ‘_' <=
founded, Professor Lesley Regan tells The ’ t:_".

Daily Telegraph in an interview marking the
health service’s landmark birthday. But there
is still room for improvement. “We need to
stop the short-termism and reorganisation,
and get better at research,” she says. “We are fantastic at coming up with ideas and
innovations, but we need to translate those from the lab bench to the bedside.”

-+ Sign up for Imperial news

Join our mailing lists that bring regular Imperial news, information and website alerts to all
subscribers. To sign up: www.imperial.ac.uk/aboutimperial/news/newsandpremailservices
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Imperial College Healthcare NHS

NHS Trust

NEWS l

Chairman reappointed

Lord Christopher Tugendhat has
been reappointed as the chairman
of the Imperial College Healthcare
NHS Trust until May 2012. Lord
Tugendhat, who chaired the
steering group that led to the
formation of the new Trust, was
appointed as chairman for one year at its inception on 1
October 2007. Expressing delight at his reappointment,
he said: “This is a really exciting and important project
which | believe will be a great benefit to the NHS, the
people of London and the country as a whole.”

NHS at 60
m 60 Claire Perry, Chief

Executive of the Trust,
reflected on the 6oth anniversary of the National Health
Service in the recent issue of 360°, the Trust newspaper.
Speaking of the NHS’s values as the provision of
universal coverage for healthcare free at the point of use,
she said: “These values are at the heart of our humane
and civilised society.” Looking back, she noted: “Our
Trust has a proud history of delivering amongst the finest
services to its patients before and within the
NHS and being at the forefront of scientific medical
discovery and invention which the whole world has
benefited from.” Adding that this would continue for the
next 60 years, she said: “The Academic Health Science
Centre is the next step in how we have evolved to ensure
that we continue to make a difference for our patients
and society.”

New staff awards scheme

The Outstanding Service Care and Research awards
scheme has been launched at the Trust to recognise the
outstanding work carried out by staff.

Colleagues, patients, visitors and relatives are
invited to nominate members of Trust staff who have
shown exceptional dedication
or commitment or have worked
in a new and innovative way to
improve patient care. The monthly
winners—who will win up to
£300 in cash or vouchers —will
automatically be considered for
the large annual awards ceremony
which will include categories such as employee and
team of the year, improving patient care and outstanding
translational research.




Research costing on track

Imperial’s processes
to determine the
cost of research have
recently received a
complimentary report
following a quality
assurance and validation
(QAV) audit conducted
on behalf of Research
Councils UK.

The QAYV process
involves auditing over
30 of the most research-
intensive universities and
aims to provide
assurance that a
transparent approach to
costing (TRAC) method-
ology and full economic
costing (fEC) rates are
robustly calculated and
applied appropriately.

TRAC was introduced

by the government in
1998 to determine the
costs of a university’s
main activities. fEC was
an expansion of the
requirements under
TRAC and since 2005
has allowed universi-
ties to receive additional
contributions towards
their running costs, such
as infrastructure support
and academic time, from
some research funders.

Imperial’s QAV site
visit took place at the end
of May, with auditors
focusing on the model
used to calculate the cost
of research.

Speaking of the
outcomes of the audit,
Cindy Lai, Head of

Research Support, said:
“The report was particu-
larly positive about the
involvement of senior
management in
implementing TRAC-fEC
methodology and the
College’s willingness to
engage academic staff.
The auditors were also
impressed that the TRAC
rates are built into InfoEd,
the proposal develop-
ment system used to cost
applications for research
funding under fEC. This
is an excellent result for
Imperial and demon-
strates how well fEC has
been embedded in the
institution.”

—CAROLINE DAvis,
COMMUNICATIONS

Sharing equality practice and innovation

Scientists and specialist practitioners
gathered at Imperial for a symposium
addressing equality practice and innova-

tion in the field of science, healthcare and

widening participation on 26 June.

Organised by
Imperial as One, the
College’s race equality
advisory group, the
symposium provided
an excellent opportunity
to hear speakers from
across the academic
spectrum giving insight
into progress made
into equality issues.

Dr Sunday Popo-Ola
(Civil and Environmental
Engineering) hosted

the event.

Sir Richard Sykes, the
former Rector, gave the
opening remarks. He said:
“Focusing on equality and
diversity is critically impor-
tant. I believe the College is moving in the
right direction. We have a diverse commu-
nity here and we must embrace different
ideas and ensure equality awareness.”

Professor Lord Robert Winston, the
newly appointed Chair of Science and
Society, gave a presentation entitled
Raising aspirations in science. Other

“Equality and

diversity are an
integral part of what
we do and we believe
passionately in it.”

speakers included Chris Gosling, Director
of Human Resources, and Professor
Mervyn Maze (SORA).

Professor Stephen Smith, Principal of
the Faculty of Medicine and
Chief Executive of the Imperial
College Healthcare NHS Trust,
also gave a talk on the
importance of inclusiveness.
He said: “Equality and
diversity are an integral part
of what we do and we believe
passionately in it. There
are a number of internal

networks to address these
issues including the Disability
Equality Sub-Committee
and the Academic
Opportunities Committee.”
Over 140 people from
the College attended the
symposium. Christine Yates,
Equalities and Diversity
Consultant, said: “It is very
inspiring working with such
distinguished academics and specialists,
and being in a position to share our good
practice with others.”
—Naomi WesTON, COMMUNICATIONS

» www.imperial.ac.uk/hr/equality/race/
imperialasone
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Medical student named
Global Leader

Medical student Atif Khan has been named
a Goldman Sachs Global Leader and
chosen to attend the Global Leadership
Institute in New York this month. He is one
of only five UK students and 75 students
worldwide chosen to attend the Institute, where

he will participate in leadership training and seminars
on international issues.

Top awards from the Royal Society
Three Imperial researchers have been recognised by the
Royal Society. Professor Michele Dougherty (Physics)

is awarded the 2008 Hughes Medal for her innovative
use of magnetic field data which led to the discovery

of an atmosphere around one of Saturn’s moons. Pro-
fessor Edward Hinds (Physics) is awarded the Rumford
Medal 2008 in recognition of his extensive and highly
innovative work in ultra-cold matter. Professor Andrew
de Mello (Chemistry) has been asked to deliver the
Royal Society’s 2009 Clifford Paterson Prize Lecture, in
recognition of his outstanding achievements in fields of
bioanalytical science and nanotechnology and his major
contribution to the development of microfluidic systems
for synthetic chemistry and biology.

Outreach scheme wins
excellence award

The Clothworkers’ Mathematics Bursary
Programme, managed by Imperial’s
Outreach Office with its partner, Exscitec,
has won the Excellent Professional Practice
in Curriculum and Student Support Award at
the London Education Partnership Awards. The bursary
programme is funded by the Clothworkers’ Foundation
and offers practical and financial support aimed at
encouraging young people to study maths at A level.

Electrical engineer receives

Italian honour

Professor Erol Gelenbe (Electrical and Electronic
Engineering) was made a Grand Officer of the Order of
the Star of Italy last month, equivalent to a knighthood
in the UK honours system. He is recognised for major
contributions to science and technology over the last
30 years.

RSC Interdisciplinary Award
for Jeremy Nicholson

Professor Jeremy Nicholson (SORA) has
won the Royal Society of Chemistry’s

2008 Interdisciplinary Award for his work in
chemical biology and mechanistic investiga-
tions into disease processes. It is Professor Nichol-
son’s second award from the RSC this year, having
already won the Theophilus Redwood Lectureship, the
RSC Analytical Division’s international science prize.

reporter www.imperial.ac.uk/reporter



Mobile phones—
) long-term health risks

A new study looking at whether use of mobile phones is
linked to long-term health effects, such as brain cancer and
neurodegenerative diseases, is underway at Imperial.
The £3.1 million study, part of the Mobile Telecommunications
and Health Research (MTHR) programme, will monitor the health of
200,000 mobile phone users across Europe over at least 20 years, 90,000

of whom will be recruited in the UK.
Although the totality of evidence from earlier studies does not indicate a
risk of cancers of the brain and nervous system in the short to medium term, the wide-
spread use of mobile phones is relatively recent and there is continuing uncertainty about

the possibility of longer term health risks.

The new study will also investigate risks for other disorders, including Alzheimer’s
and Parkinson’s diseases, which have not previously been examined in relation to mobile

phone use.

The study, known as COSMOS, is led by Professor Paul Elliott (Epidemiology, Public
Health and Primary Care). He commented: “The evidence on use of mobile phones and
health over the short term is reassuring. With the introduction and widespread use of a
new technology, such as mobile phones, it is important also to look for any possible longer
term effects, which is why we are carrying out this study.”

The study follows successful pilot research and is being funded with support from the
Department of Health and the mobile phone industry, through an established ‘“firewall’
arrangement to ensure that the research is fully independent.

—LAURA GALLAGHER, COMMUNICATIONS

Earliest genetic material may hail

Imperial scientists analysing rock
samples have confirmed for the first time
that an important component of early
genetic material which has been found
in meteorite fragments is extraterrestrial
in origin.

The findings, published in the journal
Earth and Planetary Science Letters last
month, suggest that parts of the raw mate-
rials to make the first molecules of DNA
and RNA may have come from the stars.

Lead author Dr Zita Martins (Earth
Science and Engineering) said that the
research may provide further evidence
to explain the evolution of early life:

“We believe early life may have adopted
nucleobases from meteoritic fragments

6 www.imperial.ac.uk/reporter
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from the stars

for use in genetic coding which enabled
them to pass on their successful features
to subsequent generations.”

Scientists from Europe and the USA
discovered the molecules uracil and
xanthine — precursors to the molecules
that make up DNA and RNA and known
as nucleobases —in rock fragments of the
Murchison meteorite, which crashed in
Australia in 1969.

The team tested the meteorite material
to determine whether the molecules came
from the solar system or were a result
of contamination when the meteorite
landed on Earth. Their analysis shows
that the nucleobases contain a heavy form
of carbon which could only have been
formed in space.

Between 3.8 and 4.5 billion years ago,
large numbers of rocks similar to the
Murchison meteorite rained down on
Earth when primitive life was forming,.
The heavy bombardment would have
dropped large amounts of meteorite
material to the surface of planets like
Earth and Mars.

—COLIN SMITH, COMMUNICATIONS
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Implantable sensor
to revolutionise
heart disease

An implantable sensor is being developed by the
Institute of Biomedical Engineering to provide
24-hour monitoring for patients with chronic
heart problems.

Researchers have received a £760,000 grant
from the Wellcome Trust to develop a miniature
sensor, smaller than a five pence piece, to monitor
the hearts of people who have undergone heart
operations or who have conditions that could lead
to heart failure.

The sensor (prototype shown) would be implanted in the heart
and transmit blood pressure information for analysis by a reader

At present, such patients need to be regularly
monitored in hospital to detect changes in their
condition. The implantable sensor could remotely
provide a constant flow of information, enabling
doctors to more accurately predict serious
illnesses, improve the timing of operations and
reduce visits to hospital.

Lead researcher Professor Christofer
Toumazou (Institute of Biomedical Engineering)
commented: “The heart pressure sensor could
transform the lives of people with chronic heart
problems and has the potential to revolutionise
heart monitoring. At the touch of a few buttons,
a family doctor could dial up their patient’s heart
history and plot pressure trends to better manage
their condition and prevent the progression of
heart failure.”

“At the touch of a few buttons,
a family doctor could dial up
their patient’s heart history”

The sensor is constructed from silicon and
vibrates according to the pressure inside the heart.
Once at home, patients would wear a reader that
detects these vibrations through radio pulses
and translates them into precise measurements.
Doctors could access these by dialling up the
reader via a mobile phone or secure internet site.
The reader could also be set to alert the doctor if a
patient’s heart reading reaches critical levels.
—COLIN SMITH, COMMUNICATIONS



Atoms, electrons and
water balloons

Imperial physicists hit the 2008 Royal Society

Summer Science Exhibition

Cutting edge laser ‘cameras’ which can film
the super-fast movements of electrons inside
materials were the subject of an Imperial
College exhibit at the Royal Society Summer
Science Exhibition this month.

The exhibit, run by a team of Imperial
physicists led by Dr John Tisch, explained how
they use incredibly short flashes of laser light
in their lab to record images of electrons in
atoms as they move around at about 10 million
kilometres per hour.

To put their research into context, visitors
to the exhibit were filmed with a water balloon
bursting in their hand in slow motion. The aim
of this demonstration was to show how incred-
ibly quick the team’s laser cameras are. The
slow motion cameras used to film the water
balloons run at about 1,000 frames per second,
whereas the team’s laboratory cameras use
flashes of laser light to achieve an effect equiva-
lent to 10 million billion frames per second.

Electron movies

Dr Tisch explains: “The incredibly short times-
cales we use to take pictures in our lab, known
as “attoseconds” which are one billion billionth
of a second, are very hard to imagine. We hope
that playing around with different kinds of
high speed cameras at the exhibition gave the
public a good introduction to the ideas behind
the work we do—and hope-
fully they had fun bursting
balloons at the same time!”

Using laser attosecond
‘cameras’ to record the move-
ments of electrons is impor-
tant because electrons form
the bonds that hold biological
molecules together, move
around to make chemical
reactions happen, and are
the engine of all modern
electronics.

Dr Tisch adds: “ At the moment our work is
like that of a movie cameraman, recording the
movements of the electrons. One day, we would
like to become like movie directors, making
the electrons move where we want. If we could
do this, we could control chemical reactions,
design new materials and create faster, more
efficient electronic devices.”

“At the moment our work
is like that of a movie
cameraman, recording the
movements of the electrons.
One day, we would like to
become like movie directors,
making the electrons move
where we want.”

Spintronics

Imperial scientists also contributed to a second
stand at the exhibition which explained

the science behind a new technology called
spintronics, which promises to revolutionise
modern day electronics.

Conventional electronic devices, from
iPods to medical equipment,
use the electrical charge of
electrons to process infor-
mation. Spintronics aims
to use another property of
electrons, known as their
spin, or ‘magnetic moment’
to do this instead. Scientists
predict that this technology
will mean more information
could be stored on much
smaller computer chips.

Dr Ola Wessely (Physics)

said: “Our exhibit introduced people to the fun-
damental principles of spintronics, and showed

how we're trying to control the magnetic
structure of tiny strips of metal. In the future,
several of these strips will make up a “magnetic
memory” which could be used in all kinds of
electrical devices.”

—DANIELLE REEVES, COMMUNICATIONS
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Chris Arrell, postgraduate
student in the Department
of Physics, is one of the
exhibit team. He spoke
about his role in the
project with Reporter’s
Danielle Reeves.

What have you enjoyed
most about being involved
with the Summer Science
Exhibition?

I’ve really been amazed at the
understanding behind some of the
questions | have been asked. In fact
some of the questions | have been
asked by GCSE students over the
week have really made me think
about my subject in a different way.
The best bit has to have been when a
school group walked into our exhibit
and said “wow”.

What’s been the biggest
challenge?

It’s been hard to make sure that

we explain everything in a way

that somebody with no physics
background can understand. We are
very used to using jargon like ‘phase-
matching’ and ‘carrier envelope
phase’—but in reality these are just
words we use to explain concepts
which you don’t need a degree in
physics to understand.

Why do you think these
kind of events are
important?

Too often science is portrayed

as something only boffins can
understand and do—when the
opposite is true. Hopefully some of
the visitors will have gone away
with a different view of science and
see it as something they might do in
the future.

www.imperial.ac.uk/reporter



Meet new Rector Sir Roy

Imperial’s fourteenth Rector is new to the job but not to the College. Speaking
to Reporter’s Abigail Smith and magazine podcast presenter Gareth Mitchell,
Sir Roy talks about the challenges and opportunities for Imperial today.

Sir Roy Anderson first arrived here as a
zoology undergraduate student, receiving
his first class degree in 1968. He went on to
complete his PhD in parasitology in 1971
and spent a great deal of the following

40 years at the College.

He is a distinguished epidemiologist,
regarded as one of the world’s leading
authorities on the spread and control of
infectious diseases including tropical para-
sitic infections, BSE and vC]D, SARS, AIDS,
influenza and foot and mouth.

Sir Roy takes up the post of Rector
following a four-year secondment to the
Ministry of Defence, where he was Chief
Scientific Advisor.

Describing his new role as “an extraor-
dinary pleasure and very exciting”, he says
that his first task will be to visit departments
around the College and listen.

www.imperial.ac.uk/reporter

reporter

“I'm still in the phase of listening,” he
said, “It's extraordinary how big the place is.
I'm through about just over one-third of the
departments and centres.”

“This is a very special place. Richard
Sykes has done a superb job for us and my
task is to take it even further,” he adds.

“The pace of science is just increasing and
increasing in every field. I'm very interested
in how we develop time for people to think
and innovate.”

Speaking of the College’s role in using
science and technology to benefit society, Sir
Roy highlights the contributions Imperial can
make to global issues.

He says: “I believe quite sincerely that
science and technology are the main hope we
have for dealing with the energy and food
crisis that we're in today, and indeed the
impact of climate change.”
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Furthermore, Sir Roy believes Imperial’s
expertise can be used to focus on global
health. He says: “I hope we might see how
our technologies, our management skills, our
medical and clinical skills can be brought to
bear to focus attention on solving some real
practical problems in the developing world.”

Looking back over his career at Imperial,
he speaks of one of the many changes during
this period: “When I was a student here I
was predominately taught by people of UK
nationality, now we're a totally international
community, and that’s delightful. One of
my tasks is to make this place continuingly
attractive.”

> An interview with Sir Roy is available on the
July edition of the College’s monthly magazine
podcast at:
www.imperial.ac.uk/media/podcasts




The real Sir Roy—things you didn’t
know about Imperial’s new Rector...

Who is your favourite scientist?

For a biologist there is one very important person—Charles Darwin. But my
school, Hertford Grammar, had a house named after Alfred Wallace, who had
the same ideas about evolution and wrote to Darwin when he was collecting

in South East Asia. That stimulated him to get a move on with The Origin of
Species. Perhaps I’'m biased by my school—1 think that Darwin gets the limelight
but Wallace was equally important.

What meal do you enjoy cooking?
| can cook moules, because it’s dead easy. That
probably comes from my background. Part of my family
is from Edinburgh, and as a young child we used to go
to North Berwick and collect mussels. My grandmother
used to cook them. Mussels, onion, garlic, white wine
and then you can make a fantastic garlic onion soup from
the remainder. My wife would say that’s the thing | do very
well. The rest is more problematic.

- ,——"'..

What is the last film you saw?

I’ve spent a lot of time on aeroplanes recently so | won’t admit what | watched
last because the primary objective is to send me to sleep. But The Lives of
Others is the last film that | sat through and was totally obsessed with. It’s very
moving and a wonderful bit of photography.

What gadget can’t you live without?
Ever since | was a postgraduate I’'ve done a lot of computing, so the real joy in
my life is having a very sophisticated laptop. It does everything, without it I'm
lost. It travels everywhere with me.

Also, a digital camera. Although I've got a professional SLR
type camera, nowadays there are one or two miniatures that
are quite outstanding technology-wise and fit into your
pocket. So | must admit there’s one of those which I'm
particularly obsessed with.

And | shouldn’t say this, but the Blackberry |
couldn’t live without, I’'m afraid.

What websites do you use most?

| constantly have to look at the railway delay site! Apart from that, I’'m a Google

user for everything. And the World Heath Organisation and the major infectious
disease sites and disease surveillance sites are things that | look at all the time,
because they pick up novel epidemics.

What’s your favourite holiday
destination?
The world is extraordinarily diverse and interesting
so | wouldn’t go back and back to the same
location. As a student, | went to Mauritius, where
we did a variety of projects like trying to discover
dodo bones or controlling the pathogens of
the tropical fish on the coral reef. And | love
south east Asia in particular. I've been privileged to wander up Myanmar,
before the current problems, because | was assigned there by the World Health
Organisation at one stage of my life for a period. | also like the jungles in the
north of Thailand very much.

Biography in brief

1968

1971

1973

1977
1982

1984

1986

1989-1993

1993

1993-2000

1998

2000

2004

Gained a first class degree in zoology and
went on to do a PhD in parasitology, both
at Imperial

After achieving his PhD he became an IBM
biomathematics research fellow at the
University of Oxford

Became a lecturer in parasitology at King’s
College London

Returned to Imperial as a lecturer
Made Imperial professor aged 35

Became Head of the Department of
Biology

Elected a Fellow of the Royal Society

Served as Director of the Wellcome Centre
for Parasite Infections (at Imperial)

Moved to the University of Oxford where
he became Head of the Department of
Zoology and Linacre Chair of Zoology

Served as Director of the Wellcome Centre
for the Epidemiology of Infectious Disease
(at Oxford)

Elected a Founding Fellow of the Academy
of Medical Sciences

Returned to Imperial to set up and lead
the Department of Infectious Disease
Epidemiology

Acted as Chief Scientific Advisor to the
Ministry of Defence on secondment from

Imperial until 2007

Knighted in the Queen’s Birthday
Honours list

Became Rector of Imperial College London
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> News, photos and a
full biography of Sir
Roy are available on his
webpage: www.imperial.
ac.uk/rector

www.imperial.ac.uk/reporter




Rewarding staff and students for
engineering excellence

A pioneering educator in biomedical
engineering and students helping to build
sustainable earthquake-proof homes in El
Salvador were among those honoured at
Imperial’s Awards for Teaching Excellence
in Engineering last month.

The awards are part of the Faculty of
Engineering’s drive to reward innovation,
creativity and excellence in teaching and
learning.

Dr Peter Cashman (Bioengineering), Dr
Shaun Crofton (Mechanical Engineering)
and Professor Omar Matar (Chemical
Engineering and Chemical Technology)
were awarded £10,000 each and congratu-
lated by the Chair of the National Physical
Laboratory, Sir Peter Williams CBE, for their
outstanding work.

Dr Cashman was recognised for his work
to establish the undergraduate degree in bio-
medical engineering and for his pastoral care
of students, particularly his commitment to

their personal and professional development.

Honoured for his dedication to engi-
neering and teaching, Dr Crofton was
praised for bringing to life engineering
subjects, enabling undergraduates to under-

stand their relevance in the real world.
Professor Matar’s contribution across

the undergraduate curriculum in chemical

engineering was acknowledged, alongside

his dedication in providing out-of-hours help

to students.
This year, for the first time, the out-

standing contribution of students to teaching

and learning in the Faculty was also
recognised. The inaugural Professor John
Lever Memorial Award, established in
memory of John Lever who headed the
Department of Bioengineering in 2003-06,
was awarded to undergraduate civil and
environmental engineering students.

Elena Bailey, Alice Clarke and Michael
Maks Davis received £10,000 towards work
in El Salvador, where Imperial students are
helping to construct safer buildings in the
earthquake-prone country.

—CoLIN SmMITH, COMMUNICATIONS

From left to right and top to bottom: Ms Alice Clark,
Ms Elena Bailey, Sir Peter Williams, Professor Omar Matar,
Dr Shaun Crofton, Sir Peter Williams, Dr Peter Cashman,
Professor John Wood

New plant sciences facilities

Controlled environment plant
growth rooms, imaging
laboratories and mass
spectrometry facilities were
among the new research facili-
ties for plant sciences unveiled
at the College on 25 June.
Researchers from the
Division of Biology will use the

newly refurbished laboratories
to look at how plants respond
to biological stress, such as
attack by pests and pathogens,
and environmental stresses,
including drought and lack of
nutrients. The plant growth
rooms can be used to simulate
a wide variety of environments,
with different levels of
humidity, temperature
and light.

The facilities, located
in the RCS1 and Sir
Alexander Fleming
buildings on the South
Kensington Campus,
were unveiled at a
launch event attended
by guest speakers
Professor Alison Smith,
Head of the Department
of Metabolic Biology at
the John Innes Centre
i i and Professor Ian

Crute, Director of Rothamsted
Research.

The new facilities have been
installed to coincide with the
relocation of six plant sciences
research groups from Imperial’s
Wye Campus to South
Kensington and will support
other staff already located there.

“These new facilities
provide our researchers
with the tools they
need to understand how
we can protect plants
from environmental
change, and use them to
benefit society.”

Professor John Mansfield
(Biology) said: “Understanding
plant biology holds the key
to solving some of the biggest
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challenges faced by the world
today —from providing enough
food for the planet’s population,
to developing new green
energy sources.

“These new facilities provide
our researchers with the tools
they need to understand how
we can protect plants from
environmental change, and use
them to benefit society.”

Professor Martin Buck, Head
of the Divison of Biology,
added: “The College’s
investment in these new labs
and growth rooms means that
our colleagues joining us from
Wye will have a state-of-the-
art environment in which to
continue their research.”

Plant sciences facilities will
get a further boost when a glass-
house is built on the roof of the
Roderic Hill Building at South
Kensington next year.

—DANIELLE REEVES, COMMUNICATIONS



Growing
iInnovation

The Imperial Incubator celebrates
its second birthday this month.
Michelle Cotterill and Lucy Ahfong
from Imperial Innovations explore
how this facility is supporting
some of the College’s most
innovative work.

Hidden away on the lower ground
floors of the Bessemer building on the
South Kensington Campus, the Imperial
Incubator is an impressive facility that
provides valuable office and laboratory
space for Imperial’s spin-out companies
and other technology businesses.

In 2006, with funding from both the
London Development Agency and Imperial,
the incubator facility was built by
converting a long-dilapidated
storage facility in the basement,
full of rocks from the Royal
School of Mines. Today,
the Imperial Incubator is
reaching its second year of
operation. It is managed by
Imperial Innovations, the
commercialisation company
of the College, which actively
helps and supports early stage
companies, giving them the best
chance of survival in this highly
competitive environment.

“The Incubator is a great
environment for turning
innovative science into
commercial reality.”

Imperial spin-out companies

Currently, there are 17 early-stage companies
occupying the Incubator, 12 of which are
developing research from different depart-
ments within Imperial. Companies will
spend anything from 18 months to three
years establishing themselves and evolving
before they ‘out-grow” the facility. During
their time using the Incubator, the spin-outs
are able to adapt the spaces to suit their
individual needs and can quickly come and
go as they please.

Encouraging innovation
It is not unusual to find Imperial College
academics working in the laboratories and
offices of the Incubator. These academics
usually play a major role in the development
and management of the spin-outs, becoming
chief technology officers, directors or
advisors. Imperial Innovations, in
conjunction with the Business
School, offers entrepreneurial
courses at the Incubator
. teaching Imperial academics
the skills they need to run a
company, such as marketing,
business planning and
directorship. Breakfast
seminars are run in parallel and
are designed to make spin-outs
aware of issues facing start-up
companies, covering such topics as
funding, tax and HR policy.

Unique space in the College

Daniel Green is CEO of Imperial spin-out
BioCeramic Therapeutics, which has been
an Incubator tenant since October 2006.
Speaking of the benefits offered by the
Incubator he said: “The Incubator is a great
environment for turning innovative science
into commercial reality. It encourages the
interaction of departments and disciplines
by providing a centre where inventors and
entrepreneurs can get together to discuss
ideas and implement plans. Imperial
Innovations plays a major part by making
introductions and putting inventors in touch
with the right people from its wide network
of contacts within and beyond the College.”
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Dr Michael

Lampérth:

EVO-Electric

Dr Michael Lampérth

is founder of Imperial

spin-out EVO-Electric.

) His company used
.u"lf';'ljil both office and

laboratory space within
the Imperial Incubator between July 2007 and
March this year and he found being an Incubator
tenant a positive experience. He explains: “The
flexibility and the ‘can do’ attitude of the
Incubator management really helped us to get
the business going. They even quickly arranged
for us to use a huge power-line for some of our
development work.”

EVO-Electric was formed to commercialise
innovative electrical motors and generators
based on Dr Lampérth’s research in the Depart-
ment of Mechanical Engineering. Dr Lampérth
says that setting up the company provided an
opportunity to see something from the labora-
tory become a real product. The technology is
being commercialised to provide high perform-
ance, cost-effective and environmentally friendly
machines for use in hybrid electric buses and
taxis and other specialised vehicles.

The company now has bigger premises
off-site for heavy duty engineering. “We still
have an office in the Incubator,” Dr Lampérth
says, “It is an impressive space which gives an
excellent impression to the business commu-
nity.” He also found it helpful, in the early stages
of company development, to be near other new
business. “We could tap into their thinking,” he
says, adding, “l would advise all aspiring
inventors to talk to other entrepreneurs.”

Dr Lampérth recruited an experienced CEO to
run EVO-Electric and is now concentrating on the
technology as Chief Technology Officer. He
is keen to see the company contributing to the
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.

www.imperial.ac.uk/reporter 11



Chamber music

If you've got a passion for
music and are looking to
team up with other aspiring
players, then the Imperial

I couldn’t really commit the time

to join the orchestra because of all
the travel I do for my postdoc. The
Blyth suite is such a great facility and
playing music is a really pleasurable

Chamber Music Society thing to do at lunchtime!”
could help you get in The society also puts on perform-
touch with players of a ances and organises trips to concerts
similar level. in London, as well as organising

The society, open to both ‘masterclasses’ three times a year,

staff and students, allows members
to practise in small
groups at the Blyth
Music Centre on the
South Kensington
Campus.

Dr Anne-Marie
Magnan, Research
Associate (Physics),
is a violinist and has
been a member of the society for two
and a half years. The society helped
her find a pianist who she practises
with twice a week for two hours.

She says: “The Chamber Music
Society is perfect for me as I enjoy
playing music spontaneously and

where professional musicians come
into the College. Dr
Magnan explains:

“You get the chance

to perform a piece of
music in small groups
to a professional, and
then get their feedback.
I always feel nervous
before performing

but it is so interesting to hear their
comments. The last masterclass was
performed by Michal Kaznowski, the
cellist from the Maggini Quartet—one
of the UK’s leading string quartets. It
was very inspirational.”

—EmiLY Ross, COMMUNICATIONS

“The Blyth suite is such
a great facility and
playing music is a really
pleasurable thing to do
at lunchtime!”

Society size: 25
Number of groups: 11
Group size: 25

Practices and activities: ad hoc, masterclasses three
times a year, a Chamber music concert once a term,
the annual Artfest concert.

www.imperial.ac.uk/union/arts/chamber

Students chase the sun in solar-powered boat race

‘Bad Luck’ prize for our efforts
which was a nice consolation.”

Aimed at encouraging new
applications of solar energy, the
Challenge required each team
to build solar-powered boats
suitable for racing in all weather
conditions. The Imperial team
designed, built and tested the
boat, named Solar Spirit, as part
of their third year project.

The boat is made of glass
fibre and is powered by five
solar panels which drive an
electric outboard motor.

The Imperial team designed, built and tested the boat as part of their third year project

the team encountered a streak
of bad luck after water flooded

A solar-powered boat
constructed by a group of

said: “The race was definitely a
‘one of a kind” experience for all

mechanical engineering the electronics of us. Allin Project Supervisor Dr
undergraduates competed in systems and “This competition is a all, we were Shaun Crofton (Mechanical
Europe’s only solar-powered reeds got . very unlucky Engineering) said: “This
great example of Imperial , . 2

boat race at the end of June. caught up k . in the final competition is a great example

The team of students raced in the boat’s students applying their two days of Imperial students applying
against 49 teams from eight propeller. After knowledge to a practical after doing their knowledge to a practical
different countries in the repairs were real-life project.” well at first. real-life project. Hopefully Solar
Frisian Solar Challenge, which made for the The result left Spirit will be the first of a long

took place in the Netherlands
and covered 200 kilometres over
six days.

After a good start to the race
and climbing to tenth place at
their peak in the competition,

12 www.imperial.ac.uk/reporter

final day of
racing, the team headed off to a
good start but 500 metres from
the finishing line, the boat’s
electronics failed.

Team leader Oliver Fairbairn

reporter

us frustrated
but at least we knew that our
boat could run with the best of
those in our group.
“We gained a spot on the
podium as the recipients of the
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line of such boats and challenges
for our undergraduates.”
—Naomi WesTON, COMMUNICATIONS

» For more information on Solar
Spirit, visit: www.solarspirit.co.uk



Left: Members of the

Imperial College Sinfonietta
entertain crowds outside the
Main Entrance.

Below: The installation by
Foster and Partners dominates
Exhibition Road

Music and
architecture brings
Exhibition Road

to the centre of
London’s cultural life

World music and architectural
innovation merged into a

kaleidoscope of sights
and sounds to make South groups including the Imperial
Kensington the focus of College Gospel Choir, the
London’s cultural life on College Sinfonietta and the
21 June. Wind Band.
The annual Music Day Lucy Smith, a chemistry
and the London Festival undergraduate from the
of Architecture combined Imperial College Wind Band,
for the first said they really
time this year, ” enjoyed playin,
drawing visitors people stopped o in]th}(:_ festiVZl: °
to Imperial’s listen to us play “We chose to play
doorstep where and showed their a couple of light- Festival of Architecture aimed to ideas and structures. Materials
they listened to appreciation with hearted pieces reflect the vitality of London’s on show included recycled
world music. d ) ” to entertain the architecture. Companies plastic and cardboard boxes,
Cutting edge rounds of applause. public and we including 6a Architects and while the roof of one large
architectural were pleased that Paticas Architecture designed installation was designed to
installations were also on people stopped to listen to us and erected a diverse range resemble flower petals.
display along Exhibition Road. play and showed their apprecia- of temporary structures along —COLIN SMITH AND NAOMI WESTON,
More than 150 different tion with rounds of applause.” Exhibition Road to demonstrate COMMUNICATIONS
musical performances took Taking place alongside the how contemporary architects » www3.imperial.ac.uk/news/
place on the day, featuring music-making, the London create and experiment with new musicday2008

Dancing the night away
at the Summer Ball

Thousands of students celebrated the end of term on
21 June, with the Imperial College London Summer
Ball, one of the biggest events of the College calendar.
Attracting 2,400 students and 60 alumni of the
College, the event was a huge success with a four
course formal dinner followed by an array of musical
entertainment and a funfair. Revellers also enjoyed a
fireworks display, a casino, DJs and musical acts.
Chris Larvin, the organiser of the ball and Imperial
College Union Deputy President for Finance and
Services, said: “By far the most enjoyable part of the
evening for most people is the music. The Summer
Ball is a unique event in the academic year due to the
sheer number of people attending.”

Former Rector, Sir Richard Sykes praised the
event in his after dinner speech. He said: “This
evening has become a highlight of the College
year for both staff and students. Thank you to the

organisers of the ball for making it such a success.”
—NAomi WesTON, COMMUNICATIONS

» www3.imperial.ac.uk/news/summerball2008
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30 years

Richard Sayles ¢ Reader (Mechanical Engineering)

at CERN, near Geneva. “My involvement in research like this,” says lan, “means that my
job is always interesting and no day is ever the same.” He adds: “Imperial’s a nice place to work and | have worked
with some fantastic people over the years.” Over three decades, lan has seen many changes at College, but points to
new buildings and increases in staff and students as the main differences. “Also,” he says, “when | started here, we
were using manual machines and now we are using mostly CNC (computer-controlled) machinery which has meant
constant retraining.” Outside the College, lan is a keen runner and plans to compete in the Great North Run, in aid of

MacMillan Cancer Support, later this year.

Staff featured celebrate anniversaries during the period of 1-29 August. Data is supplied by HR and is correct

at the time of going to press.

lan Clark, Technician (Physics)
Working at Imperial is a family tradition for lan Clark. lan’s brother Dave also works as a
technician in the Department of Physics, and their father, Jack, retired from the same depart-
ment in 1982. lan joined Imperial from school as a mechanical engineering apprentice in
1978. After four years’ training, he spent 11 years as a technician in the Department of Civil
Engineering. In 1990, he joined the High Energy Physics Workshop where his job involves
producing components for the CMS (Compact Muon Solenoid) particle detector experiment

An international move

The International Office, which has
previously been split between two
locations on the South Kensington
Campus, will enter a new era at the
end of July when the whole team
will move into a new office in the
Sherfield Building.

The mission of the International
Office is to support all levels of the
College’s international activities, from
encouraging highly-qualified prospec-
tive overseas students to study at
Imperial to working with senior staff
to develop collaborative programmes
with partner institutions.

The new office on level 1 of the
Sherfield Building has been designed
to enable the International Office to
provide a better service to College
staff and international students. As
well as bringing together the team of
eight, it will have
two interview
rooms where
staff will be
able to speak
to students
confidentially.
Issues dealt
with by the
team include

14 www.imperial.ac.uk/reporter
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student visa extension applications
and student welfare.

Among the year’s highlights for
the International Office is the annual
welcome day for new international
students, which they organise in
October alongside a series of orienta-
tion workshops. The team’s calendar
is also packed with events at which
they lead the College’s marketing
and recruitment activities aimed
at international students. Last year
members of the office went to 35 fairs
and 70 schools in 25 countries outside
the UK.

—EMiLy Ross, COMMUNICATIONS

» www.imperial.ac.uk/international

> From the end of July the International
Office will be located in Room 163,
Level 1, Sherfield Building
near the campus branch of
the NatWest Bank).
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Changes to fire

” assembly points

Make sure you know the fire assembly points
for buildings on the South Kensington Campus,
following changes to be implemented from
14 July. The current
35 points across the
Campus will be
rationalised to
10 and each
building will
be allocated a
maximum of two
of these as areas
where occupants
should assemble in
case of a fire alarm.
The new set-up will
enable the Emergency
Response Team to quickly reach assembly points
following an alarm and to brief staff, students
and visitors on the situation.
To find out the assembly points for
your building, visit: www.imperial.ac.uk/
facilitiesmanagement/security/services/fire

Jennifer Martin, International
Officer for south east and
eastern Asia, provides

an insight into a typical
International Office
recruitment trip.

“Every year we go on
recruitment trips around the
world promoting Imperial,
sometimes working jointly with
King’s College London, the
London School of Economics
and UCL under the banner of “World class study in London”.
These trips involve representatives from each of the
universities giving a joint presentation in international
schools and colleges in the area. The school visits are
normally followed by an exhibition in a top venue.

“In January 2008 a group travelled to Thailand and
visited a number of the best schools and colleges in the
Bangkok area, such as Patana School and Ruamadee
International School. The exhibition in the Grand Hyatt Hotel
consisted of stands where students could get information
about our courses, hear subject-specific presentations and
learn about the application process.

“These trips are important, not only to raise our profile
in countries such as Thailand and to attract new students,
but also to meet students who are already holding offers or
are waiting for offers and would like to know more about the
College. The exhibitions are also an important opportunity
for parents to ask their questions.”




Green fingers take note

On 4 July staff from the Graduate Schools chose to spend their team away Research
day volunteering for Groundwork West London. The team of eight spent the Open Day
day carrying out practical conservation tasks in Ravenscourt Park Nature Chelsea and
Conservation Area. This included putting mulch matting around young trees, Westminster
weeding areas to encourage young trees to grow, and building log edging for Hospital will
paths. The day was organised by Imperial Volunteer Centre. be staging
an Open Day,
themed Making
patients
better—the role
of research,

on 16 July from
11.00 to 18.00.

Staff, students and the public are invited to the event,

where posters will be on show describing how research has helped
to provide faster diagnosis, new treatments and improved care
for patients with conditions from asthma to arthritis. There will
also be interactive demonstrations and activities, refreshments

and entertainment.

> To find out more, contact: research@chelwest.nhs.uk

welcome
new starters

Mr Martin Abbott,

Ms Kelly Jones-Wynter,
Faculty of Engineering

Dr Fu Liu, Chemical
Engineering

Dr Andrea Lomp, Medicine

Mr Rory Maxwell, Civil

Mrs Amrik Thethi, Faculty
of Medicine

Miss Neeraja
Thirunavukkarasu, NHLI

Miss Julia Upton, Faculty of
Natural Sciences

Mr Christopher Woolley,
Student Residences
Miss Yue Yang,
Student Residences

Dr Mike Putz, Investigative
Science

Mr Chris Read, NHLI

Dr Adam Rees, Physics
(5 years)

Ms Baljit Sall, Investigative

Aeronautics and Environmental Miss Sarah Watson, farewell Science
Ms Nicole Ackermann, Engineering Student Residences . Mr Dimitry Slyusarenko,
Library Services Dr Brian McGovern, Dr John Williams, EPHPC moving on Faculty of Natural

Mr Ananth Mahadeva, ICT

Mrs Dinu Antony, Medicine Engineering commercial Mr Nicholas Baldry, EPHPC Mrs Emily Taylor,
Ms Catherine Appleton, Dr Beinn Muir, . Miss H hB Business School L]
Business School Bioengineering services I;id T_re]?saure ar, Sport Ms Lucy Wakefield,

Mr Marco Caremani, NHLI
Mr Michael Coffey, NHLI
Dr Graham Easton, EPHPC

Dr Andrew Fletcher,
Business School

Institute of Biomedical

Mr Franck Mussaud,
Catering Services

Ms Belinda Nedjai, NHLI

Miss Lauren Noto, Faculty
of Engineering

vacation staff

Mr Shahzad Ahmad, Student
Residences

Mr Philip Bates, Physics

Mr Daniele Carassiti,
Medicine

Mr Karim Chine, Computing
Mr Kevin Crawford, Cell and

Sciences (6 years)

Occupational Health
Service

Mr Jake Winnicki, NHLI

Ms Sarah Withers, Faculty of
Natural Sciences

R : Miss Rebecca Carey,
ety ot
College Headquarters Mr Mohammad Choudhary, Ms Mayara Da Silva, Sciences

Miss Susan Goss, Estates
Miss Camilla Halewood,

N . A Miss Farhia Dirie, i
Mechanical Engineering Headquarters Student Residences Faculty of Medicine Services
Mr Jimmy Jacob, SORA Dr B|shar.1 Radotra, NMH Miss Aderonke Fadipe, Ms Teresa Edwards, EPHPC . . . ~
Miss Rebecca Johnson, NMH Mrs Manjula Student Residences Mr Mohamed ElHelw, This data is supplied by HR

Dr David Jones, CEP
Ms Linda Jones, SORA

Ms June Phillips, College

Sivasatkunanathan, NMH
Dr Juliane Struve, Biology

Clarifications and corrections
The article £20 million boost for Trusts on
page 2 of the last issue (193) incorrectly
states: “£20 million will be available for NHS
hospitals, primary care trusts and community
services in north west London, led by Imperial
College Healthcare NHS Trust, and Chelsea and
Westminster NHS Foundation Trust.”
“Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust”
should read “Imperial College London”. The
sentence should also have reflected the lead

Student Residences

Mr Joshua Haringman,
Student Residences
Mr Mohammed Khawaja,
Student Residences
Mr Isaac Kim, Student
Residences
Miss Sophie McLachlan,
Student Residences
Mr Leon Ooi, Student
Residences
Miss Abiola Osho,
Student Residences
Mr Damian Phelan,
Student Residences
Mr Shakeel Ramjanee,
Student Residences
Miss Natasha Rea,
Student Residences
Mr Jonathan Service,
Student Residences

Catering Services
Miss Claire Edgeworth,

Computing
Dr Nuria Gonzalez Cinca,
Investigative Science
Miss Emma Hair,
Library Services

Dr Matthew Hamann,
Student Residences

Miss Amy Hey, Business
School

Miss Sara Koops, Chemistry

Mrs Rehana Ladak, NHLI

Miss Oksana Machysyn,
Catering Services

Dr Susan Malone, Faculty
of Medicine

Ms Karen McGee,
Catering Services

Dr Gianluca Memoli,
Chemical Engineering

Dr Sterghios Moschos, NHLI

Mr lan Wright, Research

and covers the period

8-28 June. It was correct at
the time of going to press.
Years of service are given
where an individual has been
a member of College staff for
over five years. Asterisk (*)
indicates where an individual
will continue to play an active
role in College life.

Please send
your images and/or
brief comments about
new starters, leavers
and retirees to the
Editor, e.ross@

Ms Agata Skrzecz, Mr Bang Nong, Centre : :
role of Chelsea and Westminster in the North Student Residences for Professional |mper|al.ac.u‘k who
Ms Ellina The, Development (8 years) reserves the rlght to

West London Collaboration for Leadership in
Applied Health Research and Care (CLAHRC).

Student Residences

Mr Timothy Wilson,
Student Residences

Miss Linda Ohiwerei, Sport
and Leisure

Mr Tom Purser, Registry
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edit or amend these
as necessary.
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notice board

10 JuLry 2008

11JULy

Graduate School of Life
Sciences and Medicine
summer research
symposium

With guest speaker
Professor Mark Chase, Royal
Botanical Gardens, Kew

14.00-19.30

Sir Alexander Fleming Building

First come, first served

17 JuLy 17.30-18.30

Thailand’s renewable energy policies
and programs: focus on bioenergy and
biofuels

Dr Bundit Fungtammasan, King
Mongkut’s University of Technology
Thonburi, Thailand

Lecture Theatre G34,
Sir Alexander Fleming Building

First come, first served

18 JULY 14.30-19.00

Imperial as One third
3 anniversary celebration
4 With guest speakers Sir Roy
i Anderson, Professor Lord
.f Winston and Professor
& 1 Washington Ochieng
.

f
170 Queen’s Gate

b

s

o S R

Registration in advance:
imperialasone@
imperial.ac.uk

Commemoration Day

24 JULY 17.00-18.00

Ligand-directed targeting and molecular
imaging in cancer and obesity

Professor Wadih Arap and Professor Renate
Pasqualini, University of Texas

Rothschild Lecture Theatre, St Mary’s Campus

First come, first served

28 JULY-1 AUGUST

Saturn after Cassini Huygens
symposium

Talks and poster sessions culminating in the
publication of a Springer-Verlag book on the
Saturn system

Lecture Theatre 220,
Mechanical Engineering
Building

Registration in
advance: www.saturn
aftercassini.org

8 SEPTEMBER

Attacking the
disease spiral in
chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease

Professor Michael
Polkey, Professor of
Respiratory Medicine

Inaugural lecture

Paul Wood Lecture Theatre,
Guy Scadding Building,
Royal Brompton Campus

Registration in advance:
e.powell@imperial.ac.uk

> All events are at the South Kensington
Campus unless otherwise stated.

The 2008 Undergraduate graduation ceremonies will take

place on 22 October. All academic staff are expected to attend
and an invitation will be sent out in September asking them to
take part in the procession. Other staff may apply for audience

tickets in the Royal Albert Hall by emailing:
graduation@imperial.ac.uk.

> Full details can be found at: www.imperial.ac.uk/graduation

Reporteris published every three weeks
during term time in print and online at
www.imperial.ac.uk/reporter.

Reporter will be back in the autumn term.

Contributions are welcome (no more than 300 words).
Please note the editor reserves the right to cut or
amend articles as necessary. Information correct at

time of going to press.
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Vauxhall Astra for sale

Silver grey metallic 1.6 16v SXi Twinport, December 2005
registration, five door hatchback, manual transmission, alloys,
front electric windows, air conditioning, PAS, sports seats with
lumbar support, CD/radio with audio remote control, ABS,
electric door mirrors, immobiliser, steering wheel adjustment.
Regularly serviced and taxed to August. Mileage—28,000.
Excellent condition throughout, £6,300 ovno. Contact Mandy
on 07929 861099 or 020 8255 8895.

To place a classified please submit no more than 50 words
to the Editor, Emily Ross, by email at e.ross@imperial.ac.uk for
a chance for your advertisement to appear. The Editor reserves
the right to amend advertisements as necessary.

Samaritans
Project: Samaritan Volunteers
(Central London branch)
Project ID: 708
Organisation: Samaritans
Date(s): Ongoing
Time(s): One shift per fortnight and one

night-watch shift per month
Location: Soho

Volunteers are needed to offer
confidential support to people who are
experiencing feelings of distress or
despair, including those which could
lead to suicide. Volunteers need to

be able to listen and give people time
to talk through whatever they are
feeling. It is important that volunteers
understand that the Samaritans does
not offer advice and therefore
volunteers need to be non-judge-
mental and neutral. All potential volunteers will be invited to
an information hour to find out more about the Samaritans.
After applying, volunteers are required to attend a selection
day, and those who are successful at this day will be given
extensive training and preparation classes before they start
to take calls.

@ For more information

To take part in a scheme or to hear more about
volunteering in general, contact Lucy Mitchell

© 020 7594 8141
 volunteering@imperial.ac.uk

For full details of over 250 volunteering opportunities visit:
www.imperial.ac.uk/volunteering

Subscribe to the weekly newsletter by emailing:
volunteering@imperial.ac.uk



